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Satire’s my weapon ; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all T meee: 

I only wear it in aland of Hectors, 

Thieves, super cargees, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 








From the Black Dwarf, to Mr. Wilberforce. 
—i 
MOST RELIGIOUS Str, 

I could not have anticipated the pleasure of 
addressing you, as my general custom is to.address only 
the dest and the worst of mankind ; and the common- 
place littleness of your character has hitherto prevented 
you from being properly ridiculed in either class. You 
have therefore been spared the mortification of expo- 
sure; but, since you have ventured to expose yourself, 
vou must be content with the sad eminence you have 
attained. Early in life you desired popularity; and 
took the best means of ensuring it, by pretending to 
commiserate the sorrows of the afflicted negro. "the 
public did not pause to consider, that there must be some 
interested bias in the sympathy which could feel so much 
for African distress, and have no bowels of commisera- 
tion for the miserable at home! But, from whatever 


cause your exertions emanated, they were praiseworthy. 
VoL. V. No. 4. 
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Although you supported an administration which was 
determined to raaintain the slave trade, of which you so 
vehemently afiected to complain; and were always the 
realy servant of a minister, who acted on this as on al- 
most every subject, with the most shameful duplicity ; you 
have partof the merit resultit ng fre om the triumph of popular 
feeling in the ministry of Mr. Fox. Here ends all your 
claim to praise—all your pretensi ys to any portion of 
popular respect. The veil of affected sane hity lias fallen 
from your face; and we are to consider you in future as 

the Aaimble servant of Lord Castlereay} . A worthier 
master for such a servant could mot have been selected ; 
and we liave only to wish you much joy of your occu- 
pation. 


The rehvious part He the com rr nity * with whom you 
have enjoyed a pan riicular respect, is ai length quile sa- 
{: 


sited of the real nature of your aepoilen. to reform. 
All the little discrepancies of your character have now 
become ehigib 2; and you may in frtaure rail without 
being | nee a al every one whose open consistency of 
eh: msi r makes im an object ef your aversion. How 
miserably low you must have fatlea in your opinion, 
when Mr. Cannings fannted you with ner titude, i im Ven- 
turing to aflect tne inde penne Man, against i those mi- 
nisters to whom vou nad 2 an eternal beggar at the 
waies of the treasury. That honourable centieman de- 
elared, and in this instance it. is believed that Mr. Can- 
ning is worthy of credit, that no face was better known 
toan yours at the treasury 3 and th OUD he dit not mean 
to impute any improper motives to your application for 
every Cac place e, he thought you owed something like 
eratitude for the mumerous provisions for your relatives 
which your prudené conduct in the house of commons 
had enabied you io clam. And was not Mr. Canning 
correct? A thougn the servant be worthy of his hire, 
the masier hasa tair claim jo his hired services. 

Was it to make amends for any past indiscretion on 
your part, thal you were seiecied to insult the Queen ? 
Or was il from any Bion ar talent which you are E- 
posed to possess in that respect? Or was it simply an 
order fir mn Lie > tre: LsUury to do ae to over woul dcon- 
sent to pe rferm ? Oy Wwasib ave heey ofler on Voutr 
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yar, to sacrifice your dearly- purchased power of partial 
delusion to the protection of a tottering ministry? In 
whatever light it is considered, it was equally merito- 
rious ; and may hereafter challenge a signal reward. 
Should the infidelity of the age proceed so far as to in- 
troduce paganism, you may “be created prime minister 
and chief priest to the idol Janus. Should its modern 
worshippers be as liberal as they were of old, you will 
be abundantly delighted with the offerings, whatever 
you may think of the motives of the Oy 

You are supposed to have much interest with the 
dissenters ; and particularly with the methodist body, 
which is, in general, favourable to the cause of reform, 
although too many of its teachers have cau, cht the time= 
serving spirit of the age, and betray both the civil and 
religious rights of their followers, in the hope of personal 
advantaze or the fear of personal danger. The open, 
manly, deeisive character of the dissenters of the last 
age is not to be traced in the pulpit. A meanness, ill- 
named docility, has taken possession of the faculties of 
their leaders, who either shun the good fight, or combat 
on the side of its enemies. 

The methodist declaration of November last, is now 
before me ; and f cannot help thinking, although it bears 
the sivnatures of ral Atmore, and Thomas Blan- 
chard, that it is in reality @ pure essay for treasury 
favour, by Mr. Wilberforce. It has ail the peculiar 
characteristics of your style about ii. It is mild in 
language, and evasive in principle. It appears so 
‘* willing te wound,” and yet so much “ afraid to strike ;”” 
—-80 very plausible, and yet SO mischievous in purpose. 

The burden of this prosaic song is “ meddle not with 
men who are given to change!” This is the old church 
cry against the methodist doctrines, when John Wesley 
thought a reform as necessary in the church, as the 
reforme crs now deem one essential in matters ‘of mere 
policy ; and, indeed, from this manifesto, requiring the 
inethodists “a be ver y goowd and very quict, we can ‘select 
many phrases, which John Wesley had to refute, when 
employed against himself, in the commencement of his 
career | 

Had you, geod Mr. Wilberfeyce, been alive, when 
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John Westley threw down the gauntlet to the church es 
tablished, there is no doubt, you would have declared 
that you “ felt it an imperative duty to declare your 
abhorrence of those principles industriously disseminated, 
for the purpose of alienating the people from their chris- 
tian faith, and from the dais, authorities, and constitu- 
tion of the realm !’—to all of which did John Wesley 
throw down the gauntlet of conscientious resistance. 
You would also have told John Wesley, “ that the holy 
scriptures explicitly state it to be the indispensible duty 
of christians to be subject to the Aigher powers (in 
church and stale)—to obey magistrates—(though as 
bad as the Manchester ones!)—to render tribute, to 
whom tribute is due—(that is to pay taxes!) and to sub- 
mit themselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lorp’s sake!” And when you had told John Wesley 
this, as his successors tell his disciples, he would have 
Jaughed in your face, and asked if there were a necessity 
on his part to be a fool, because it was the interest of 
another to be a knave ? 

The 6th resolution of this precious specimen of hypo- 
erisy, and sycophancy, seems also in part borrowed from 
the abuse of the “‘ tumultuous assemblies,” which it was 
said John Wesley was the means of collecting together, 
to listen to “ wild and delusive theories,’ which were 
calculated “ to bring all government into contempt, and 
to introduce universal discontent, insubordination, and 
anarchy.” The very charges used both in and out of 
the pulpits of the day, against John Wesley, Whitfield, 
and every opposer of existing corruptions from Socrates 
to Major Cartwright, who “ were not afraid to speak 
evil of dignities,” when dignities are not ashamed to doe 
evil deeds. 

The world, good Mr. Wilberforce, has nearly done 
with you. ‘The remainder of your existence in this 
terrestrial globe, may happily tend to destroy any mis- 
chieyous eflects arising from too great a confidence in 
your earlier reputation. You may therefore have one 
plea in extenuation of your offences, that you have en- 
deavoured as much as possible to repair them—that you 
have dropped the mask in time to enable those who have 
been deceived to recoyer,from the delusion, and to set 
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you down for what you really are. While the memories 
of other men serve to ‘* point a moral or adorn a tale,” 
you may, as usefully, through future ages, “ slide the 
sad burden of some merry song!” though, I confess, it 
seems to me a little barbarous, that the author of the 
‘* Proreco.” should have set you to sing your own 
lamentations through the crowded streets, if I am right 
in the conjecture, that the following ditty (which seems 


to chronicle a leading feature in your life) belongs to 
you. 


MR. W-—LB 





ck TO L—D V—Sc—T s——nH. 
My Lorn, 

In an ocean of troubles I’ve becn— 
By the people I’m laugh’d at,—despised by the Q——n, 
And many there are who presume to make clear 
That your L—ds—p and | are not over sincere ; 
They say that our piety’s nothing but cant, 
And all our fine speeches mere tragedy rant ! 
Oh! where is the fame I so dear:y have bought ? 
Now I, like a mouse, in a state trap am caught ; 
The bubble has burst, down the rock I am hurld, 
Though my missions are wand’ring all over the world ; 
I never, perhaps, should have urged them to roam, 
If you and the rest had not starved them at home: 


To the poor we've sent Bibles, which ought to be read, 

Rut never once thought that they languished for bread! 
That confounded G—n B---g! oh! it gives me the vapours ! 
I tremble with fear, when I take up the papers ! 

if, at last, it is opened and nothing ts found, 

The administration must fall to the ground ; 

We are all ina fright, poor unfortunate elves, 


Aud had better compose a few prayers for ourselves ! 
Por whether ber M y’s prayed for or not, 


Our share in the business will ne’er be forgot ; 

And I, who have dabbled with State and with Church, 
Look just like a fool, now I’m [eft in the iurch ! 

I thought the good tidings to bear to the K-——, 
That his troubles wete over---but no such a thing: 

I could say that her M y’s hand I had kiss’d, 

And on my return was confoundedly hiss’d 








For one wicked wretch was so daringly bold, 

As to hint I was something like Judas of old; 

And all I can say for the jaunt of the four, 

Is that matters are twenty times worse than before! 

And as for this prayer, that has made such a rout, 

I wish, from my soul, it had ne’er been left out, 

To which you, my dear Lord, will agree, I’ve uo doubt, 
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Oh! what will be said to our praying and preaching ? 
I'm afraid we don’t practise the doctrines we're teaching 5 
For H---m---lt---n said 1a the House Vother night 

(I thought what was coming, and trembled with fright), 
‘’ Twas malicious, ‘twas shabby, ’twas dirty and mean, 
To refuse a short prayer for an innocent Q——a?’ 

And something he said, that resentment should cease 
When we dared to address the great Author of Peace ; 

I wish you had hinted the same to your master, 

And spared mc the shame of this shocking disaster. 

But aow, my dear Lord, to the end of our lives, 

Let us never more meddle with other men’s wives, 

For the next time we talk about Sabbath and sia, 

I fear we shall only be heard with a grin! 

Adieu, my good friend, pray consider our fate 

And endeavour to mend it before ‘iis too fate! 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
From the Biack Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 


al Japan ‘ 


ee eee 
- ~~ 





News! NEWS! RARE Niuws! I'VE GOT TO TELL. 
‘iy Respected Friend, 

t have indeed news to tell thee now! News 
that T am almost afraid to repeat, lest thou should’st 
think fam jesting with thee! Who could have thought 
ww! Why, Lord Castoreagh, the Right Honourable, and 
raost Noble Lord Castlereagh, the wearer of T know not 
how many fcatuers, stars, and diamonds—the friend and 
companion of the allie l sovereizas—-tho enly one under 
the rank of rovalty admitted to their conferences—the 
staunch supporter of legitimacy—the despiser of the 
‘* lower orders”—the contemner of pomular clameur — 
the derider of public opinion-—is—cood lord! I scarcely 
dare inform thee what he is!’ But } must assume cou- 
rage, and fell thee—upon the authority of The Times, 
that he is tae actual and legitimate descendant, in the 
third degree—of an honest Scorca Peptar! Nay, do 
not stare in such surprise—nor clap thy hand upon thy 
bald pate, or fold thy robes round thee in amazement. 
ft is strange, “ ’tis passing strange ;” but “ there are 
more things in heaven and earth, than are dreamt of in 


~~ ~ 
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your — Mant, upon a Little reflection, thou 
wil ttind much of his vodde erigéia about iim. In plain 
language, what is his lordship but a nelée pedi lar? Wf 
he dues il pedule about W vith the sane w “rad > UpONn his 
back—if he does not trudge on foot through all weathers 
to put off razors that wi it” not shave, and “cloth that will 
not wear—whet is he, but a pediar of damaged political 
opinions, of wi: he he forees a sale by me ins of very 
common deceptions ¢ ? Nor do thou laugh at his lord- 
ship's aicestry. What feelings the discovery may call 
mito his lordship’s cheeks, | know not; but IT am quite 
certain an hones! Scotch pedlar, would have more reason 
to be —_e of such a grandson, than Lord Castle- 
rea of having such a grandfather! 

Phis discovery Was however requisite, that the four 
leading abusers of the dower orders should have their 
own origin fairly laid before the public. The dramatis 
persone stand now as follows :— 

Lord Liverpool, the son cf a very worthy man whoa 
8 ae boo US ‘801 ne , Say haw wed them restore as sis ctine- 
feline ‘for t the vee oi the Ivopenny Gail 

Le rd Sidmouth, the son ofa handler of the mortar and 
pestle, a compounder of pills and potious; who during 
his apprentice eship to fcarn the mystcrics of killing by 
license, might have cleaned the shces ef his master, or 
on 3cHHOY apprentices s. So that, by bare A ema ) the 

nowned, and illustvious, and noble Lord Sidmouth, the 
ay vowels on ofa country pe Ors marc. aiso be the imme- 
diate desce nda of a shse blacker! Another rare one to 
abuse the dower orders! er to wouder what low people 
have to te with politics ! 

Lord Castlereagh, ihe second desecndant of a Seotch 
pedlar, and Mr. Canning, the son of Mrs. ifunn, whose 
father does not appear in tie geucalogical tree, with Mr. 
Vansiita: ‘t, who is a little more respectal sly born than 

ither , coinplet ea quintelloo of legislators, to whom the 
WG wld can furnish no competitors, and whose birth- right 
it is, most clearly, to abuse and pillage all the rest of 
the country !!! 

Then there is Sir Jolin Leach, (or as it is now spelt 
Leech, by those who pretead to restore the correct ortho~ 


pie 
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graphy, by a refarence to the properties of the animat,) 
who ia said to have crept up to the vice-chancellorship, 
from the very humble, but honest, occupation of sweep- 
ing the streets before his master’s door, as an apprentice 
to some reputable trade, in which he might have risen 
to a respectability, which does not await his better for- 
tune; and in which he might have been content with 
turning his own spouse out of doors, and left to others 
the employment of assisting a royal husband to dismiss 
an injured wife. 

In the Protocol, I find the following anecdote, which 
would seem to imply, that even the great Lord-Chan- 
cellor, has no better blood to boast of than that which 
was shed as profusely as water, in the Manchester 
butehery. 

“The L—d C——r, some years since, was lamenting to a Right 
Reverend Prelate that he did not dare do that which was expected 
of him from his situation, or even to give a dinner, because his 
wife would not consent. His own words were these—‘ She was 
never educated to adorn the high situation in which it bas pleased 
Providence to place me ; and, although her temper is bad, I can- 
not part from her, for what an example would it be to the natien 
if a L—d C—r were to separate himself from his wife.’ His 
J.—dsh—p thinks nothing of the example, when placed in a higher 
sphere, and is among the most prominent of the men who would 
do any thing to help their master to separale from his! This, 


surely, needs no comment.” 

Upon such discovery of the plebeian blood that runs in 
the veins of all our gracious rulers, I should not be sur- 
prised, if the spirits of the old feudal barons were to rise, 
and “ push them from their stools,” without any cere- 
mony, as a parcel of low-bred fellows, who abuse “ the 
rabble” to disguise the fact of their having risen from 
the lowest of the low! 

I remember that thy father was a most respectable 
tailor of Japan; and that thou wert ever remarkable for 
thy filial kindness :—nay that every tailor on the island 
has been under thy especial protection, from thy respect 
to the calling of thine ancestor. Tar from shame, it is 
thy highest merit to have risen to the service of the 
great idol, by thy immaculate piety, and the discrimina- 
tion of thy royal master. But wert thou to abuse tailors, 
to make laws against them, to fulminate anathemas 
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Jeoming them to destruction here and hereafter, thou 
wouldest be more contemptible, more ungrateful, and 
more despicable, as thy own obligations to the trade 
should have taught thee to respect it. Thus it is not 
that these men are low-born, and of no ancestral repu- 
tation; but that they oppress the race from which they 
have sprung, and become really less, by affecting toseem 
more than men! 

To know them for what they are, I would not recom- 
mend thee to take their character from their situations, 
or their flatterers. The humourist alone can paint them 
properly. The following supposed letter from one of 
these worthies to another, (extracted from tke Protocol) 
will give thee a better insight into their real feelings, 
talents, and dispositions, than the most laboured disser- 
tation of the historian, or the most sublime eulogy of the 
poet. : 

FROM THE E= OF L-= TO L—D V=-SC--T (C—H- 


Oh! wy dear C h, what a night have I pass’d, 

But, thank Heaven, the morning has dawn’d on my head 5 
I certainly thought 1 was going, at last, 

On a mission to visit the realms of the dead! 





When I wakened this morning miy senses were hazy, 
With more than the usual fog over my brain; — 

Prithee, ran to our master, and tell him we're crazy, 
For I'm sure [ shall never be witty again. 

And since ‘tis the fashion no point to retract, 

For God's sake consider how next we must act. 

You said with your flourishes—cursed rigmaroles— 

’T would be casy to cheat the poor ignorant souls : 

That you'd frighten the Q—n, and so keep her away, 

Till you got up the farce of the * Devil to pay ! 

Ill go to my master, and tell him my mind; 

i wish to my soul I'd been wise and resigned ; 

Tho’ we’ve long kept our places in spite of the world, 

We shail soon, with disgrace, be from Government hurl'd,. 

It was said, long ago—you remember, no doubt--. 


‘ Tho’ like wild ducks knock’d down, we could not be rot out!’ 
I have call’d on the B ps, at least half a score— 

His M y's self could not try to do more : 

d begged thein in pity to go to the Q—n, 

And if by the people they feared to be seen, 

Or disliked to appear in the day’s garish light, 

They might easily manage to call in the night, 

And whisper the Q—n, though not prayed fer on Sunday, 

They had no objection to do iton Monday! 


Vol. V. No. 4. 
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But they all shook their wigs, and declar'd ’twouldu t do, 
So begged to decline, and referred me to you: 
And one of them hinted there was not a doubt, 
As we got in the scrape, we know how to get out. 
To me, I confess, that is not very clear, 
We shall only get deeper and deeper, L fear. 
When I walled out this morning, a mischievous wag 
A rascally coal-heaver, opened “his bag, 
And told me he heard dirty bags were the fashion— 
Oh! then, inv dear friend, how [ trembied with passion ; 
He said if we could on tay price but agree, 
He would look out ene each for my camrades and re ' 


‘Then the rascal walk’d off, pares ashrug aad a grin, 
While the batiad trie set tn their musi ‘cal din, 


Follow’d ciose at my hecls, with a horrible squall, 
Antl fairiy escorted me — 1to Whitehall ; 

Thus boiling with rage, and half broi’d by the teal, 
You'll suppose that my Narttre Was an ex celient treat. 
Twill - loos ere | venture again in the street! 

P.S. I'ved lesire ad Mr. B—rn—e io keep a loon out, 
And take up the fellows who bear nacs about; 
[have therefore determined no longer to fret, 

For who knows buthe’ll punish the cosureaven yel! 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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FRESH INSTANCE OF INJUSTICE TOWARDS 
THE QUEEN. 


ow ww se 


Having beea refused a list of the witnesses against her 
Majesty, the CZucen addressed the following petition to 
the House of Lords, on Monday nigat, for a specifica- 
tion of the fir and place, OF limes and places, when 
she is alleged to have been guilty of an adatterous inter= 
COUPFSe, 


‘Lo the i ords Spiritual, &e. 
“Phe Queen laments that the House of Lords have deemed 
it proper to refuse her applicatio n for a list of the witnesses to 


be examined in support of the bil of ci gradation and dissolu- 


tion of marriage; thus leaving her Ma jesty and her legal ad- 
visers in total ignorance as to the time or place to which the 


charges may re:ate, or the persons by whose testimeny the alle- 
gations in the bill are intended to be supported 


* Het Majest vy now subiaits to the House of Lords, that a spt 


— 
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cifeation of the place or places in which the criminal acts are 
charged to have been cominitied, should forthwith be furnished 
to lier Majesty’s Attorney-General; for, 1 Unis be denied, it 
will be impossible to be prepared to meet the accusation, or to 
take preliminary measures for providing deiensive evidence 
against the charges, without bringing from every place her Ma- 
jesty has visited during the last six years, every witness who had 
any means of observing her Majesty’s conduct. 

“Her Majesty further desires to be heard by her counsel 
and agent, at your lordship’s bar, ia support of this her re- 
quest.” 


This request, it might have been expected, would 
have been granted without delay: but ner persecutors 
dare not even commit themselves to fix the charge by 
any mention of place; as if hal’of their story were yet to 
be gut up.—as if they had witnesses ready for any thing, 
but had not yet agreed among Uiemselves, what she 
should actually be charged with. Accordiag to the En- 
elish laws, the indictment must be laid whore an offence 
is stated to have been committed ; ead the place of in- 
dictment determines at least the cowniy ta which the 


offence is charecd. But in this case, not even tne kiss- 
cdora—not even the country——not even lie quarter of 
‘he globe, dare the niinisters name as the seene of her 
pretended licentiousness!!! “Phat mastor of the art of 


ae eee: Denne, (Pe Be iil a. ¢ ? 2 
Wiaial ~vVUbcdacl hy . et diry CAHCL * (6hK iS 
? “4 or ‘ ie 


° . *y* ° 


ku { \eo--—] 


yagiung,” the 
[ i i-erd Jerskine if he had ever 
known of such an application pefore ! Cerlainly not. 
The Und tice that oeeasionsd the appcatlion had never 
occurred beiore. ‘The worti:y Chancelior made the re- 
fusal of the dist of weieesses, the ground also of refusing 


to name the place and iime. ‘hus, having done one 
avant act of injustice, if was to be a precedent for an- 
her: and the novic lsraus could tolerate a legal shuffler 
in stich gross equivocation. Another reason for doing 
wrong was, that there was ** 20 aualogy between the 
* conunon tare of (his country, and a proceeding be-~ 
“ fere parlianwent !”? Aye, good my Lord Chancellor ! 
isitcome to this? Dare you avow that you are not 
dealing with the Qlueen by the laws of the land? Dare 
you tell the people that you make one law for them and 
another for vourselyes? You had better have a care. 
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They may not be disposed to see the Queen sacriticed 
by the law of parliament! ‘The cowardice of this refu- 
sal, is another and a strong reason for believing that the 
ministers dare not proceed with their sham trial. Lord 
Liverpool has made the important avowal, “ THAT THY 
CHARGE WAS NOT or axy SINGLE or POSITIVE 

ACT OF ADULTERY ; bul of a long ser ies of adulterous 
intercourse!” This i is, in fact, a total abandonment 
of the charge ; and no one who is anxious for the 
character of an honest man, would connect him- 
self with it any further. A dong series of adul- 
terous intercourse can only be established by the fact 
of a positive act of adultery, and this it is avowed by 
this noble lord is not charged against the Queen! Is it 
proposed to prove a long acquaintance—and from thence 
to presume an adulterous connection? This is implied 
by this declaration—abominable declaration of the pre- 

miér; and from that instant himself and his colleagues 
ought to have been ordered to leave the house, to pre- 
pare to answer to articles of impeachment! More dis- 
yraceful conduct was never evinced towards any one 
than is now experienced by the Queen. Who can but 

faugh to hear Liverpool say, and affect to believe that a 
list of witnesses would have ‘been granted, by the Tfouse 
of Lords, in which he has a majority, ifa fair case had 
been made out for the demand—when he knew that he 
dare not consent to the production of any such list, and 
that the House of Lords would do just what he desired ! 
Again, he did not bring in the billof pains and penalties 
as a member of the secret committee, but as a member 

of the executive government; and if he was ordered to 
take it out again, he would probably do it as a member 
of the sulky adh. and preserve his honour unimpaired. 

If, at last, he should get “ a whipping” as Lord Liver. 

pool, ‘perhaps the public would think it a quits for all the 


various characters he lias played in the farce of the 
fzme-servars 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


a 





Phe followings correspondence between the representa- 
tives of Yorkshire, and their supposed constituents In 
Wakefield, will be read with some degree of interest, as 
promising an early period to that tame submission to 
every insult, which has too often characterized the Bri- 
tish public. The letter of Mr. THompson, the high con- 
stable of Wakefield, will be read with the greatest plea- 
sure by every independent man. It breathes the full con- 
sciousness of right, and a contempt of mockery, which 
raises the author as much above the animal he addresses, 
as is possible for honesty and truth to be raised above 
mean evasion, and time-serving sycophancy. Mr. Stuart 
Wortley, refusing to carry up an address to the Queen, 
from his constituents, when he could become the cats- 
paw of the administration, and crawl at her feet, and 
humbly and hypocritically Aiss her hand, to entrap 
her intoa fulse step, is indeed a subject sufficiently 
disgusting! Mr. Thompson having expressed by letter 
to Lord Milton and Mr. Wortley the wish of the meeting 
that they should present the Address to the Queen, he 
received from each of the members letters, of which the 
following are copies :— 

“ Milton, July 13, 1820. 


‘* Sir,—I am sorry it will be absolutely out of my power to 
present the Wakeficld Address to the Queen, as I am going 
tuto Yorkshire to-morrow, and have no thoughts of returning 
to town till my return is rendered necessary by parliamentary 
business, [ trust I need not assure you that I lament this cir- 
cumstance deeply, as [ should most willingly have waited upon 
her Majesty with such a document. 

“ [ remain, Sir, your most faithful servant, 


* MILTON. 


‘* Samuel Thompson.” 





“ Curzon-street, July 13th, 1820. 


‘* Sir,—T have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th instant, informing me of your having sent to Lord 
Milton an Address to the Queen, voted by the inhabitants of 
Wakefield, and requesting me to assist in presenting it to het 
Wajesty, 
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‘The anly copy [have seen of this Address, is contained i 
the account of the meeting, as inserted in the Leeds Inde- 
pendent, of July 6th, and if that be a correct copy, 1 hope I 
shall uot be considered as acting disrespecttuily t Oo my constt- 
tuents at Wakefield, if T request ‘of them to dispense with my 
personal atte adance upon her Majesty, for the purpose of pre- 
senting it, LT cannot consistent 2 wit what | feel to be my 
duty, as one of that body who will have to decide upon the 
trath or falsehood of the charges a: gaiust the Queea, do any 
thing which may appear in any degree to concur ina public ex- 
pression of au opinion upon those “charges. Lord Milton being 
out of town, L shall, in case he forwards the Address to me, 
send it to Lady Hamiiton, the Queen's Lady iu waiting, In order 
that she inay lay it before her Majesty. 


st 


fam, Sir, vour very humble servant, 


J.A. SPUART WORTLEY, 


’ qe: ’ 
@ Samuel DPionisoi. 
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the following letter from Air. Stuart Ve 
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dress should be pres ent wee by a member or members of parlia- 
ment, they w Hil fas ereati v oblized to your Lordshiy if vou 
will take the trouble of forwardinc if to some member whom 
you can confidel), to present it to her Majesty—-For the 
Comunites, : 


‘* | have the hanour to be, 
x“ T ? t . ? t 
“ Your Lorashin’s verv humble servas 


«SAME RE We 
SAM! 


Eh PEOMPSON, jun. pare 
Right Flow, Lord Silton.”? 


tO ME: WORTLEY. 
“ Wakefield, July £5, 1820. 


sir, Yours of the Lath EP received this morning, and have 
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communicated its contents to the Committee, who think your 
excuse extremely frivolous, and that instead of representing the 
freeholders of Yorkshire, you only represent your own political 
principles. If you have the Address in your possession, you 
will have the goodness to retain it till application be made for 
it, as we have written to Lord Milton upon the subject. How 
vou can be our very humble servant end refuse our undoubted 
right, as our representative, when you had no sacrifice to 
make, i isa paradox to, 
“« Your’s, very respectfully, 


“ S$. THOMPSON. 
“J. ALS. Wortley, Esq.” 


MR. WORTLEY’S ANSWER. 
‘““ Curzeon-street, July 18, 1820. 

« Sir,---} have this morning received your’s of the 15th, and 

cannot avoid expressing my surprise at the terms and tone in 
which you have ‘thou: ght fit to address me. 

“ T shall, however, say nothing in answer to so extraordinary 
aletter, except that Ichail obey the direction it contains, as to 
retaining the address, if it comes to my hands, and that I ut- 
terly deny the assertion if contains, of my having, ‘ as your re- 
presentative, refused your undoubted rivint,’ 

‘ J am, Sir, _ very humble servant, 
J, A. STUART WORTLEY. 
© Yo Samuel Foompson, jun,’ 
LORD MILVON S ANSWER. 
“ Wentworth, July 18, 1820. 

Sip in compliance with your letter, which I received this 
morning. | have written to Lord Duncannon, to beg that he 
will either present the Wakekeld Address to her Mejesty; or 

hand other inember of parliament for 
eel I town, t should most readily have 
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i some othie 


remain, Si, vous very fanthial servant, 
MILTON, 
ariel Phermpson, yun.” 
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L/ Jig \ “OLI </ {\ ia ARY DIVOR Ct. 


———————— 


SIR,— 


= 


The < hief poh tical advantace obtained by marriage is 
be proper educating and maintaining of their offspring. As it 
's certain thef the voung of the human species require the care 
and atleniion of tue parents Jonger than that of any species, 
inthe creation, voluntary divorce should never be allowed ; 
because the father is un qualihed for the taox at the period when 
they stand mostia need of if. Here the principal attention 
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scemis to be required of the mother;—but can she be capable 
of all this burden?—under all those circumstances and changes 
which may unavoidably take place in her subsequent condition 
in life, even if she should possess her usual affections towards 
the offspring of him who has divorced her? If she marries a se- 
cond time, they may expect and indeed are pretty sure to ex- 
perience bad treatment. 

The frequency of divorce from the whim of either party, 
produces a divided interest in the family. Even during the 
marriage, they will always be looking forward to an event which 
they know not how soon may take place. ‘This will excite them 
to be previously providing for the worst, ateach others expence. 
‘This 1s finely illustrated by the manners of the Romans. Ist, 
there ncver was a people among whom the female point of 
honour was less regarded, 2nd, with regard to property, thie 
husband and wife were continually stealing from one an- 
other, for provisions against this event; and chiefly the wife, for 
by divorce she was most frequently the greatest sufferer. This 
practice became so general, that a softer name was used than 
stealing, and the action given on it was called RERUM AMA- 
TARUM ACTIs. 

Among the Romans the frequency of divorces greatly dimi- 
nished the parental affection; and in particular, it almost era- 
dicated it in the father. Ina country where conjugal fidelity 
was so rare, he had no security to believe the children his own. 
This is very properly assigned as the cause of the frequency of 
giving estates to strangers by testament, among the Romans ; 
and in no nation with which I am acquainted was this prac- 
tice carried so high. It may be said that this was owing to the 
unlimited PATRIA POTESTAS, which fathers were apt to 
abuse. This helped no doubt; but if there had not been a 
want of affection, the parents would never take advantage of 
this to hurt their children. 

So much was this custom practised of disappointing the 
natural heirs, thatit became a trade CAPTERE HUREDITATES 
LEGETAGUE, or to hunt after legacies. It is said that Cicero 
got by legacies, no less than 70,0601. and Pliny the younger as 
much; though it is probable some part of it might be for 
pleading atthe bar. ‘fo counteract this shameful and hurtful 
practice of testament making, we find all the ingenuity of the 
Jawyers employed. The querela inofficiosi testamenti was 
sometimes given; and sometimes fictions were used to evade 
the law, andsct aside the testament ; and besides the frequency 
of testaments gave rise to forgeries. All these circumstances 
shew the terrors, heart-burnings, and miserable situations of 
famines, arising trom the frequen ey of voluntary diverce. 

Lam. Xe, 
Np ate 


— 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XNVIL 
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‘* My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Oxup Pray. 


206. If, like Mauls, thou command stout and great things, 
be like Maulius stout to execute great commands. It is a 
great blemish-iu sovereignty when the will roars and the power 
whispers. If thou canst not execute as freely as thou com- 
mandest, command no more than what thou mayest as freely 
execute,*— Francis Quarlis.— Eachiridion 1646. 


207. Whoever considers England, will find it no smail favor 
of God to have been made one of its natives. The happiness 
of the soil and air contribute all things that are necessary to the 
use or delight of man’s hfe. ‘The celebrated glory of this isle’s 
iahabitants, ever since they received a mention in Instory, con- 
fers some honor upon every one of her children, and with it 
an obligation to continue in that magnanimity ond virtue, which 
hath famed this island, and raised her head in glory higher 
than the great kingdoms of the neighbouring continent. Bri- 
tain hath been as a varden enclosed, wherein all things that man 
can wish to make a pleasant life, are planted, and grow in her 
own soil; and whatsoever foreign countries yield, to increase 
admiration and delight, are brought in by her flects. The 
people, by the plenty of their country, not being forced to toil 
tor bread, have ever addicted themselves to more generous 
employments, and been reckoned, almost in all ages, as valiant 
warriors as any part of the world sent forth: insomuch that the 
greatest Roman captains thought it not unworthy of their ex- 
peditions, and took great glory in triumphs for imperfect con- 
quests. Better laws and a happier constitution of government 
no nation ever enjoyed, it being a mixture of monarchy, aristo- 
cracy and democracy, with sufficient fences against the pest of 
every one of those forms tyranny, faction, and confusion. Yet 
it is not possible for man to devise such just and excellent 
bounds, as shall keep in wild ambition, when princes’ flatters 


—— 





* This article is dedicated, July 1820, to the bag-stuffing cabal, 
whose will has almost stunned the nation with its roaring. But it 


were well that they took heed to their ways, for the power of the 
people is thundering in the distance. 


N, 
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encourage that,beast to break his fence, which it hath often done, 
with miserablé consequences both to the prince and people ; but 
could never in any age so tread down popular jiberty, but that 
it rose again with renewed vigour, till at length it trod on those 
that trampled it before. And in the just bounds wherein our 
kings were so well hedged in, the surrounding princes have with 
terror seen the reproof of their usurpations aver their free bre- 
thren, whom they rule rather as slaves than as subjects, and are 
only served for fear—not for love; whereas this people have 
been as affectionate to good—zs unpliable to bad sovereigns. 
—Mrs. Lucy Hutchinson. —‘ Memoirs of the Life of Col. 
Hutchinson, circa 1604. 


~ 





208. Our Gothic ancestors were very great men, and of great 
capacities.— They were the first that established in fact, what 
Aristotle had only touched ix theory,—I mean their excellent 
institution of dimited monarchies. The Asiatic monarchies 
were absolute; and the greatest republics of antiquity were very 
defective —Greece was split with too many little distinct powers, 
which were always jarring with one another, unless when held 
together by the pressure of some powerful common enemy ; 
and Rome, whilst a republic, was scarce ever free from dis- 
tractions, between the patricians and plebeians for ten years to- 
gether. Whatever is good, either in monarchies or republics, 
may be enjoyed ina limited monarchy: the whole force of the 
nation is as ready to be turned one way, as in monarchies,— 
aud the liberties of the people may be as well secured as in 
republics.—- Dr. Lockier, Dean of Peterborough. Spence's 
Anecdotes, date 173”. 


~~ - ae 


tee 


209. Pletcher (of Saltoun) used to say with Cromwell and 
Milton, that the trappings of a monarchy and a great aristo- 
cracy would patch up a very clever little commonwealth. Being 
in company one day with the witty Dr. Pitcairn, the conversation 
turned on a person of learning whose history was not distinctly 
known: ‘I know ihe man well,’ said Fletcher; ‘be was here- 
ditary professor of divinity at Hamburg.’ * Hereditary profes- 
sor!’ exclaimed Pitcairn, with a laugh of astonishment and de- 
xision. £ Yes, doctor,’ replied Fletcher; ‘ hereditary professor of 
divinity. What think you of an hereditary king?’/—Earl o 
Buchan, Lssay on the life and writings of Fletcher, &c. 
1792. 





210. There is undoultedly something very abject in a people 
suffering themselves to be cheated out of their liberties by a 
pandful of ile most worthless men in the country, afew minis 
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tera, A toreigh power may invade a state with a superior force, 
which will oblige the latter to yield, and no disgrace to their 
courage or conduct. Buta nation has almost every natural 
advantage agalust iis own court; many millions against & few 
hundreds; and yet we see the hundreds always prevail against 
the millions. ‘The reason is, generally, that the court is a junto 
closely compacted, and acting in concert, 

—_——— Devil with devil damu’d 

Firm concord holds. Mitton. 


while the people are a rope of sand. So that. instead of de- 
claiming on ‘ihe danger of embarrassing government, and the 
necessity of strengthening the hands of government, &c.’ the 
eternal cant of the tools of power,—the friends of mankind 
will advise the strengthening the hands of the people,—as all 
history, and every Gzs’s experience shews us, that government 
is too strong for therm. ‘The people can sever be too jealous 
of their iberties. Power is of an elastic nature, ever extending 
iteelf, and incroaching on the liberties of the subjects; and it 
has accordingly, in most ages and nations, cverwheimed thew. 
The inestia of the people is the opportunity of the government ; 
and the people have ever been too inactive in their own defence: 
which is inacomparably the more dangerous error of the two. 
For if the people secure the power In their own hands,—tieir 
dethroning a hing, oversetting a government, or even massacre- 
ing a court with all its connections, (though such scenes revoit 
humanity,)—these are only temporary horrors, thunder-storms 
which soon clear off; aud the people restore the serenity of a 
better state of things; whereas tyranny 1s a permanent evil, 
distressing and debasing the human spectes from generation to 
generation, and deluging the world in a never ebbing sea of 
blocd.—Janes Burgh, Political Disquisions. 


—— 


211. Master Speaker, I will te!l you a passage I heard from 
a judge in the King’s Bench. There was a poor man committed 
by the Lords for refusing to submit unto a project, and having 
uttended a jong time at the King’s Bench bar upon his Habeas 
Corpus, pres-ing at last very earnestly to be bailed, the judge 
said to the rest of his brethren, ‘Come, brothers, let us bail 
him; ‘ for they begin to say in the town, that the judges have 
overthrown the aw, and the bishop's the gospel.’ 

Master Speaker, t would not be misunderstood in what I have 
said ; for there are some of both functions and professions that 
| Lighly honor and reverence in my heart for their wisdoms and 
integuities, but 1 may say it, for 1 am sure we have all felt it 
that there are some of both functions and professions, that have 


heen the authors - oe eRe 
the authors and causes of all the miseries, ruins, and ca- 
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lamities that are now upon us. Master Speaker, this is the age, 
—this is the age, master Speaker, that hath produced and 
brought forth Architophels, Hamans, Wolseys, Empsons, Dud- 
leys, Tresilians, and Belknapps,— vipers and monsters of all 
sorts: And I doubt not, but when his Majesty shall be truly 
informed of such matters asweare able to charge them withal, 
we shall have the same justice against these, as heretofore hath 
been against their predecessors, in whose wicked steps they 


have trodden.— Harbottle Grimston. Speech on the Petitions 
in the Commons. 


a 


212. But with shame be it spoken, the Spartans obliging 
themselves to Lycurgus’s laws till he sheuld come back again, 
continued under his most rigid discipline above twice as long 
as the Christians did endure under the gentlest of all institu- 
tions, though with far more certainty expecting the return of 
their divine legislator. Tnsomuch that it is no great: adventure 
to say, that the world was better ordered under the ancient 
monarchies and commonwealths, that the number of virtuous 
men was then greater, and that the christiaus found fairei 
quarter under those than among themselves: uor hath there 
any advantage acerued unto mankind from that most perfect 
and practical model of human society, except the speculation 
of a better way to future happiness, concerning which the very 
cuides disagree, and of those few that follow it will suffer no 
man to pass without paying at their turnpikes. All which hath 
proceeded from no other reason, but that men, instead of 
squaring their governments by christianity, have shaped chris- 
tianity by the measures of their government, have reduced that 
straight line by the crooked, and (bungling divine and human 
things together) have been always hacking and hewing one 
another, to frame an irregular figure of political incongruity, — 
For wheresoever either the magistrate, the clergy, or the peo- 
ple, could gratify their ambition, their profit, or their fancy, by 
a text improved or misapplicd, that they made use of,—though 
against the consent, sense, and immutable precepts of serip- 
ture: And because obedience for conscience was there pre- 
scribed,—the less conscience did men make in commanding ; 
so that several nations have little else to shew for their chris- 
tianity, (which only requires instruction and example,) but a 
parcel of severe laws concerning opinion, or about the modes 
of worship, not so much in order to the power of religion, as 
over it.—-Andrew Marvell, Of the growth of popery and 
arbitrary government in England, 1077. 


i 
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THE DEALERS IN BREAKFAST POWDER versus THE 
BOARD OF EXCISE. 





A public meeting was held at the Paul’s Head, Cateaton 
Street, on Monday last, Mr. T. J. Wooler in the chair, to take 
into consideration the best means of protecting the venders of 
roasted wheat, and other British grain, and of ensuring to the 
working classes of the people, in these times of unparalleled 
distress, the right of using the cheap and wholesome beverage 
produced from those articles. 

Mr. Wooler on taking the chair, addressed the meeting in a 
speech of considerable length, and observed, that he had taken 
the chair on this occasion at the request of several gentlemen 
concerned in the manufacture and sale of the article in ques- 
tion : notwithstanding the importance of the object for. which 
the meeting had been convened, he did not expect to have met 
so numerous and respectable an assembly as the one he had now 
the honour of addressing. It might be in the recollection of 
the meeting, that a seizure was made upon Mr. Hunt's pro- 
perty, by persons calling themselves Officers of Excise, a few 
months past, but whether the Attorney-General was afraid of 
encountering that gentleman’s great talents, or whether he was 
convinced of the illegality of the proceeding, he did not know 
but certain it was, that Mr. Hunt was permitted, after a short 
interrnption, to go on with his manufactory without any farther 
molestation. While the largest manufactory of the kind in the 
kingdom, was thus suffered to proceed, his friend Mr. Lewis of 
Coventry, who had merely sold the breakfast powder in small 
quantities by way of specimen for the reformers, had an infor- 
mation filed against him, and was finally brought to trial in 
the Court of Exchequer. But Mr. Lewis had done some- 
thing more to annoy them than selling breakfast pow- 
der. He had sold and given away his opinions on Par- 
liamentary Reform. He had written and spoken against 
the borough system, and an Exchequer prosecution was 
probably nct considered a bad method of entrapping so able 
an opponent. Be that as it may, Mr. L. was tried, and 
Mr. Baron Richards’s exposition of the law, with the assist- 
ance of an Exchequer jury, notwithstanding the defendant's 
very able defence, procured a verdict for the crown. He Mr. 
Wooler, however, contended that the act would not bear the 
meaning the learned judge gave it upon that occasion. In this 
he was borne out by the late Chief Baron Macdonald, who 
said that the words “to serve as a substitute for coffee,” 
ougbt to be interpreted in a fair and liberal way. “ It is not,” 
said Ins lordship, * because a person uses water-gruel, that he 
is therefore, in 4 legal sense, using 4 substitute for coffee.” As 
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well might the Attorney-General, if the act is to bo so construed, 
prosecute the sellers of milk and oatmeal ; for whenever those 
articles are sold to persons who intend to use them instead of 
coffee, in this sense of the law they must be sold as substitutes 
for coffee. In the recent attempts at seizing tlie breakfast pow- 
der, several persons had, very properly, in his opinion, resisted 
what they considered an illegal and unjust proceeding. It 
might be considered of little importance, whether the officers 
of excise were permitted or not, to take away a few pounds of 
an article of so small a value; but Englishmen should consider, 
that the first attacks of tyrants were always ofa trifling nature ; 
and it was only by resisting those attacks, insignificant as the 

might appear, that a nation could long retan its freedom, 
These trifling acts of tyranny were productive of great effects ; 
and we had found, to our cost, that we bad suffered our ene- 
mies to proceed so long unresisted, that our very supineness was 
quoted as precedents against us. Indeed, it was but few things 
that Englishmen were now permitted (o do witboat the interfer- 
ence ofthelaws. It would be worthany person's attention to take a 
list of those things which an Englislmaz is not suffered to do, and 
he would find that ifthe restrictions imposed upon the individuals 
of other nations were all put togetier, tiey woul fall short of 
those of which he had taken an inventory. ‘This was the con- 
stitution of which Englishmen bousted. A constitution which 


. P ' 7 3° . ’ s* 

restricts their nboerties to one-tenti of those possessed by al- 
most every Gther uation. (Loud applause.) 
i 


Mr. Lewis, in rising fo propose the resolntions, observed, 
‘ ie eer? i o, 4 a 7 sy # . . vert . oe 
that he couid not couccive upon what gronud the recent sei- 


gures had been made. Et was evident that the Excise were not 
qustified in making them by the decisious in the cases of himself 
und Goold; for in those cases it was attempted to be proved, as 
essential to the support of the prosecution, that the defendants 
sold the Dreaktast Powder as a substitute for Coffee. But to 
stew that that was met the case with several persons on whom 
seizures had now been made, he would read to them a hand 
bill which those persons had placed in conspicuous situations 
in their several shops. The hand bill was extracted from the 
act, and is as follows :— 
“ Notice to the Puitic. 

“The Break fast powder sold at this shop is not burnt, scorch- 
ed, or roasted peas, beans, or other grain, or vegetable sub- 
stance or substances, prepared or mauufactured for the purpose 
of being in imitation of, or in any respect to resemble coffee or 
cocoa, or to serve as a substitute for coffee or cocoa, nor is it 
sold for British or English coifee, or any other name of coffee, 
or by the name of Ametican eocoa, or English or Britis co- 


coa, or airy other name of cocoa, but asa Genuine Breaktast 
Pow der.” 
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ie believed that their sole object in making these seizures, 
yas to intimidate the venders, for it is evident from this 
notice, that they did not sell the article in question as 
a substitute for coffee. But if they had sold it as such, 
he contended that the act of the 43rd of George the 
Sra, would not at all affect them. Could it be for a moment 
supposed, that an act of parliament could pass through the 
House of Commons, whieh literaily took away from the ‘people 
the right of selling and eating roasted grain, without a single 
observation from any one member.—-B; ad as the House of Com- 
mons was, he did hot believe it su ficiently so to pass without 
Opp osition, such an unjust and unreasonable act. The fact is, 
this law was only i intended to apply to the dealers m coflee, for 
the pr irpose of preventing frauds upon that article, for it was 
inpossibie that such a thing as radical breakfast powder could 
al that time have bees in tie contemplation of the legislature. 
But supposiug, for the s sake of argument, that the act ‘will bear 
the arbitrary cons struction put upon ii, by Chief Baron Richards 
and his Majesty's Solicitor-General, are we therefore called upon 
to obey such 2 prepost erous end unjust law. Certainly not, 
Eaawes otal Dudley, two Berons of the Exchequer in former 
times were hanged, fur ! tlagt ne the coun try, ue oder the authe- 
yitv of arbitrary acts of parliament, tiioug lh fie Mir. Lewn, had 
no doubt tunt those unfortunate men were quite as we!l satis- 
ai ad de clared as ojten upon their con- 
proceedings were pertectiv Just, as did the 
t bad “ ‘fore ments ionied, when they were en- 
deavouriig io preva apon the Jury to give a verdict against 
i 
‘ 


ited with ¢ he ir C1 reduc, 
sciences, that their 
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un. He was chad to hear that. sevel ral sentlemen, behievin 
coutrary to Justice, had resisted them, and 
in two instances, those of Mr. Ireland and Mr. Dixon, the 
excise olficers thought proper to we ik off without committing 
the crime of robbery. ‘Fis was the only way to bring effee- 
tually before the pu bite acts of tyranny. He had no doubt 
thal the couduct of Fi impden i in resisting the p aymeut of ship 
money, considerably forwarded the revolution, and it was by 
sunilar proceedings on the part of private individuals ina great 
degree, that a reformation had been brought about more re- 
cently ia Spain and Naples. For his part so thoroughly was he 
ronvinced of the illegality and injustice of these seizures, that 
were he a Gealer in breakfast powder, suc robberies should 
not be counnitted upon him without the most determined re- 
sistance. He was an enemy to the punisiyment of death whe- 
ther inflicted iby tue halter of the hangman or the dagger of 
the assassin, but he did think that if such punishment was at 
any thine justitiabic, tf was wien the rights of property and the 
sanctity of our homes were violated under the pretended autho- 


he seizures to be 








132 THE BLACK DWARE. 


rity of the government of the country. Mr. Lewis coucluded 
by proposing the following resolutions : 

Ist, Resolved. —That in the opinion of this meeting the re- 
cent seizures of breakfast powder, under the alledged authority 
of the board of Excise, are contrary to every principle of law 
and justice, and a gross violati.n of the rights of property. 

2nd, That the act of the 43rd of George the Third, has no 
reference whatever to the article in question, that act exclu- 
sively relating to the prevention of frauds upon the duties ~~ 
coffee, by grocers and persons dealing in exciseable articles, 1 
not being possible that the sale of Breakfast Powder could, 7. 
that time, have been in the contemplation of the legislature. 

3rd. That no principle is more clearly laid down in our law 
books, than that the people are not called upon to submit to 
arbitrary, oppressive, unjust or unreasonable statutes, if there- 
fore, there should be any acts which declare it criminal for Eng- 
lishmen to sell grain either roasted or unroasted, pulverised o1 
unpulverised, such acts being evidently contrary to Justice and 
reason, it would not only be justifiable in them to resist by all 
legal means those arbitary enactments; but as friends to the 
liberty and constitution of their country, it would become an 
imperative duty. 

4th, That it was on this principle Lmpsom and Dudley, two 
Barens of the Exchequer were condemned and executed, for 
pillaging and oppressing the people, under the authority of 
arbitrary acts of the legislature, notwithstanding bills of in- 
demnity were granted them, by a parliament perhaps as legally 
constituted as the present. 

Sth, That a subscription be entered into for the assistance of 
those who have been or may be, subject to an unjust prosecu- 
tion for dealing in the article of roasted grain; and thata Com- 
mittee be appointed for tae management and appropriation of 
the same. 

6. That the venders of breakfast powder in the metropolis 
and its vicinity, be requested to form themselves into a general 
committee, for the purpose of publishing and carrying the 
above resolutions into effect, and to receive subscriptions; with 
direction to name a managing committee from among their 
number. 

7. That the best thanks of this meeting are due, and are 
hereby given to Messrs. !reland, Dixon, ‘and such others as 
have resisted the attempts of the persons calling themselves 
Excise officers, to plunder them of their property. 


Mr. GRIFEUN, mm rising to secoud the resolutions which had 
just been read, would trespass a few minutes upon their time, 
mm ordey foe xplam yors he conceive a Welle the vr suuds upor. 
odie the Roar oft | Excise hac recently proceeded , Tn th 
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case of the King against Lewis, Baron Richards, in his charge 
tothe jury, totally perverted the meaning of the act of Parhia- 
ment, by placing a full stop in the middle of a sentence. It 
might be necessary to read to the meeting the clause in the act 
of Perliament, which was thus perverted, that they might the 
more fully understand the course pursued by his Lordship. 
(Here Mr. G. read the act according to its real intention) and 
then read it, stopping in the middle of the sentence, as had 
heen done by Baron Richards, the difference of meaning de- 
ducible from the separate readings was so obvious, as to draw 
a burst of indignation from the assembly.) He maiutained 
that if allowed to place the stops where he pleased, he could 
distort any sentence in the English language to bear any con- 
struction whatsoever. Had Englishmen the good fortune to 
have a just and equitable administration, Mr. Baron Richards 
would have been stripped of his ermined robes and brought to 
justice, for this glaring perversion of the laws, He had him- 
self been seized upon, some five or six months since, at 
which time he offered no resistance; such, however, should 
not be the case if they ventured to make another attempt. 

Messrs. Gast and WADDINGTON then addressed the meet- 
ing, We regret we have not room to insert their speeches. 
They expressed their determination to resist all attempts at 
seizure. ‘Phe resolutions were then put and carried unanti- 
mously, 


THE QUEEN DENOUNCED AS A RADICAL!!! 
—_——- - 

The Queen rises in magnauimity and resolution, as the crisis of 
her fate draws near; and her paltry enemies are daily reduced to 
the pitiful necessity of whining out their alarm, in an atfected 
censure of her conduct! Poor Fools! Do they yet believe they 
ean betray? Do they think they are not yet sufficiently known ? 
Do they imagine it is concealed that what they condemn, is precise- 
ly what exposes, and convicts them? The word-catchers in the 
Courier, pretend to criticise the answer given by her Majesty to 
the Borough of Mewbury, both politically and gramatically ; and 
take great pains to prove that it understands nothing of the latter, 
and that it cannot mislead in the former. The Queen says, durin: 
her absence from the country, “ she never ceased to remember 
the obligations which she owed to its high minded generosity.” In 
an extacy of quibbling, the Courier applies the pronoun if ex- 
clusively to the borough of Wewbury; and ‘does not remem- 
ber any thing that has been done by the borough of Newbury, 
upon any eccasion, which could call for its antecedent “ high-minded 
generosity!” Asthe Borough bas begun to act, however, we hone 
: = : ‘ 
it will go ons; and the remark that it has dene nothing, upon any 
orcasion, to deserve a good character, may prompt it to more 
exertion in future; but it is evident that her Majesty intended the 
pronomn to apply to the “© word conntry,” of which perhaps the 
ourier will allow the borough of Newbury to form a part, and to 
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be fully entitled to participate in the praise bestawed upon thewhole 
‘the following paragraph is sext the object of ihe Couriers enitical 


tomohawk. * Whea death removed his late Majesty to a happier 
scene, [ instantly felt the magnitude of the loss | had sustained 5 


while his sacred life was spared, it epercted ike a barrier against 


the vengeance of my persecutors.’ ** Who,” asks the despicable 
tool, ** couldemploy sucha figure of speech, as a Ge operaling 
hke a barrier?” it may be asked in return, who but the Fidi- 
tor of the Couricr, in a passion, would think of raising au objection 
toit? A thousand instances of a similar employment of the figure 
might be selected from as good judges of the English language 
as the scribuler in the Courier. But the attack upon the sfye, 
ts ouly a prelude to one upon the matier of this excelent reply. 
The Courice calls apon the reflecting part of the community,” 
aud we joi sincerely in the cali, to weigh well the bapert: of the 
following passage;’ than which we lave not seea any ihing more 
spirited, more just, more noble, or vetler expressed. 

“©The conspiracy, wiich had been defeated, though cnly by 
“a partial investigation of my conduct, in [S06 and 1607, agamn 
‘‘ reared its vindictive head; and au altempt is how making fo 
degrade me ti rank, and to sink me io infamy; by a procedure 
which is at once, an oudi age upon all dae. and wholly ingompatt- 
*¢ble with the sointof the British eonsiitution. But my RONOUS, 
ard my rich’s, are Ww et those Oo. the coundry 4 aud CVvEry Ohe 
‘Sis interested im their preservation. The ryainavy which pe- 
* STROYS MF f0-dan, makes every mews Tiberty less sceure bo-more 


‘row. Tothe present alarming erisis, when fo am athueled by the 


=) 


* strans arm oF cuerwhelming power, ‘rely, frst, as an tanoeent 
' Ep 2 Cane i RS. 5, Pee — 
‘fwoman, upon the favor ofa protective provg.cences and, NEXi, 
* i ' > { > ’ 

a ’ . 7 . . ew - : oe ome | fe 
a5 an INSULTED ond PERSECUTED (ir HEN» Pea nern | the Pe i AI! A = 
rey [ee F od f © | , ¢ Bre a e 5 Y; 5 , are ‘ . P . ; .7 4 rt . “¢ 
- THES O! Seats f ’ Ae alids aD BS that a AF t RAIN i" AGHNG y 

P Tye} , SPATE VVAT « aeicccl. Mire ct c . ee 
sh of PUBLIC C34 ‘ Vi GQ, Weiidca) aw Us .¢ 1Oryp's ots hes sareounrg 
saci ' figt td ee eee "ig a. %7 1 ZITA % aia ae ye = vane 
‘Sagainst the AGGRESSIONS of TYRANNY, anc the KNOR- 
TINS af IN UTSEIOCR yy 
‘Ss MITIRS of INJUSTICE! 
iit eer ae & mo mee A ae 4 7 
this, Says tac Courier, is ‘S THOROUGHLY RADICAL LANGUAGE: 
é v ‘ scr ¢ 4 s ‘ a Boa ia - — b . ’ * * = 
‘The languace of Spa-fields and Marchester!> It 1s so: and it is 


more,—it is the Isuguage of nHonesry and rrutrn. ‘ Sis ten- 
dency is to provoke a popular commotion!’ Very well,—the 
authors of the persecutions of the Queen will have brought 
upon themselves. Is she to be sent to the scaflold without a 
esime, add then be told noé lo say any thing, Jest it should 
eroduce 2 popular commotion! Let the vuniy dread the effects 
of an appeal to the people. The innocent dread no judges but 
those who are premiously prejudiced! ‘“ The present enquiry is 
termed a conspiracy, whieh aguia rears its vindictive head!’ Not 
exactly so, Mr. Courter, but it might have been so termed, with- 
oub aby uspardonable blinder. ‘Tne language of the Queen is, 
that the enguiry bas been produced by the revival of the original 
consperecy; and be musi be aaassor an owl, whodoes not percesve 
the truth of the remark. 

‘The tyranny that destroys her to-day, makes every man’s 
liberty less secure to-merroy 2?’ Can this he misanderstood, ashe 


, 
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the Courier? Not easily, we think. Itis quite evident that the 
forms of law are about to be prostituted against its principles. 
If this succeeds against a Queen, as it has already against the se- 
formers, who can be safe, when power may chuse to attack him? 
Then “ her Majesty is aftucked by the strong arm of overwhelming 
** nower 3” not tried before an august judicial tribunal, which for 
“ stern integrity, and unassuilable purity, has not its parallel in the 
© known world!” This paragraph is a fine irony upon the house of 
* Lords. 

A vile encomium doubly ridicules, 

There's nothing blackens like the ink of fools ! 


The last week affords a fine instance of its stern integrity, in 
the rejection of the clause which precludes masters in the Irish 
‘hancery from sitting im the lower house, in the case of an in- 
dividual who has sworn that the office would not allow of its 
eccupant leaving its duties for more than two months in the 
year; and that at a time when parliamest is not assembied. 
To accummodate Master Ellis, the ministerial opponent of Mr. 
Graitan, at Dublin, the stern integrity of the upper house could 
bend to oblige the ministry :—and other instances of complaisant 
flexibility could be easily given. She does right to appeal as “ an 
imnocent, insulted, and persecuted Queen,” to the ‘“ poTENT 
AGENCY” of puBLIC opiNton! ‘This says the Courier is an appeal 
to the poprioce “ against the King, the Parliament, and tne 
“paws!” Vhis the minton knows is fe/se. If the King he her ac- 
cusers; she has a right io appeal tu Parliainent, against his ac- 
eusation. if the Parliament refuse her the protection of the laws, 
ehe has arichi io appeal to the people, who have the same inter. 
est in the observance aad protection of the laws, to preserve, invio- 
late their common properiy. [tis the publie business, to see that no 
wrong rs oonr. Her encmics anpesl to burcfaced power—-to 
open perversion and prostiiulicn of tie law—itis her right, her 
duty, to appeal to “ie origin of 2 power—of all right—to tn- 
terfere ia her behalf. She feels oppressed, and injured; and she 
calls upon the public to cxgress ils feclings upen the subject. Is 
it the populace alone by which this appeal has been answered ? 
Does not a spontaneous condemnation of the proceedings against 
her proceed fromall rauks, and trom every enarter of the empire ? 
Shall she abandon the sarsry she possesses in the syuparny of 
the people, for the treacherous and hypocritical advice of her 
enemies. She knows her situation helter. The voice of the people 
has postponed the coronation! Fear of the public voice induces 
the delay of the trial, in the hope that pubdiic feeting will subside. 
And in the fear that it will not subside, i is mow rumoured that the 
frial will he still further postpone’!!! Beher Majesty but as firm 
a5 sie has been, 2nd as completely identified with the sympathy of 
the public as she now is, and we boldly predict that her triat welt 
never commence! The difficulties of her enemies encrease every day. 
Hated, ridiculed, and despised, they become every day more 
contemptible :—while in the front of the people, and with the affec- 
tions of all in her favour, the Queen becomes every day more 
rateresting, cad niore formidable, 
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REVOLUTION AT NAPLES. 


THE SECOND WARNING. 

The beneficial fruits of the French revolution have begun to 
appear upon the Continent, as well as in the Peninsula. The 
friends of freedom will have more reason to be grateful for the 
overthrow of the French military force, than the members of the 
holy alliance. Under the military dominion of France, the pro- 
muigation of liberal opinions retrogaded. One tyranny succeeded 
to another; and though more splendid, more attractive, and more 
advantageous than that of the old regime, it was equally epposed 
to the liberty of mankind. The object was changed; but the 
same homage was expected: and though submission were better 
merited by Napoleon than Louis, yet servitude was required. 
The countries conquered by France were held in greater thraldom. 
There liberal opinions were more dangerous, because the tenure by 
which they were held was more uncertain. But the removal of this 
force, and the substitution of systems of government more hateful, 
while they were infinitely weaker, removed the weight which had 
been laid upon public opinion, and left its elasticity full play. To 
ronse the continent against Napoleon, his tyranny was painted in 
frighiful colours. This lesson of freedom the despots were coin. 
pelted to teach their subjects; and it served as an introduction to 
that species of reasoning which is now turned against the institu- 
tions it was intended to support. Having conquered the tyranny 
of Napoleon, the continent could not brook the despotism of its 
present masters. It wasagainst the system of governing by force, 
which they fought; and not against Bonaparte. When, therefore, 
they found their new chains as heavy as those they had broken, 
they could not but wish to sce them broken also, and their rulers 
had put the means into their hands, and shewn them the applica- 
tion. The seeds of republican freedom, sown by the French re- 
volution, though choaked with weeds by all the governments of 
that country, after its emancipation from Bourbon sway, were 
sown deeply, and in good soil; and they are now springing up iri 
every direction. Even incountries where reason was supposed to 
have been extinguished, and fanaticism to have an undivided 
sway, the desire of freedom has been rekindled, and the love of |i- 
berty implanted. 

Spain led the way; and a blvodless revolution, has entitled its 
authors to the gratitude and admiration of the world. The 
atrocious massacre of the inhabitants of Cadiz, by the friends and 
supporters of the King, docs not atall affect the character of the 
revolution; except to raise it higher to our esteem, that ils prin- 
ciples could dictate such forbearance, when provoked by such a 
wanton and bloody outrage. 

Napces has now followed this brilliant example; and it will 
excite the wonder of posterity, with some portion of contempt for 
certain states, that while rich, wise, and civilized nations, are daily 
surrendering their rights, the poor, and supposed ignorant and 
contemptible Spaniards and Neapolitans, are dictating to their 
reclaimed monarchs the terms upon which free people ought to 
serve good rulers of their own election. Another trait in these oc- 
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currences mud not be overlooked ; for it destroys the last hope of 
despotism; and shews its clay feet mouldering under its brazen 
front, its iron head, and its gigantic carcase. It is the SOLDIERY, IN 
both cases, who have accomplished the revolution. We shall be 
shortly in love with standing armies, and begin to hold the bayonet 
and cannon in some reverence, if they are to be so worthily em- 
ploved. If soldiers begin to reason, it will matter little whether 
they reason in barracks, in camps, in fortresses, or among the peo- 
ple. Reason is every where the same; and it is the more power- 
ful, where its rays have never before penetrated. It is then cherish- 
ed asa novelty, and its dictates followed with a zeal and ardour 
that ensures success. It was net only the military ; but the re- 
gular, hired, standing force of the country, which rescued the 
liberties of Spain, from au imbecile monarch, surrounded by a host 
of villains, and placed them again in the hands and keeping of the 
people. Quiroca deserves to be immortalized. Washington Is no 
longer without a rival in the temple dedicated to the union of civil 
and military renown; and the troops of Quiroga, who first plant- 
ed the standard of revolution, at the hazard of saffering as traitors 
in the country they have saved and elevated, ought to be in- 
scribed in the archives of Spain, among the sages and heroes, who 
have rendered it the most important services. 

The particulars of the revolution at Naples have not yet fully 
reached us:—but the complexion of all the accounts warrants the 
conclusion, that it willfinallysucceed. Perhaps its best augury is 
the sullen silence with which our treasury journals give the infor. 
mation. To suppress the accounts would be ridiculous. To abuse 
the occurrence, would only display their impotent anger. Praise 
it, they dare not, lest they should be understood to recommend 
the same remedy for the same disease. Their only refuge is silence, 
and that betrays their fears. 

The first statement is contained ina letter, dated July 6. 

‘*‘ This letter announces to you no less an event than a change 
inthe government of this country. You were before aware of 
the discontent existing in the provinces, on account of the im- 
position of the Fundaria, and of the little encouragement given to 
the exports of native productions; but you were not aware to 
what a degree this discontent had infected all classes, and even the 
ranks of the army. The organization of the camp at Sessa may 
be reckoned the immediate cause of all that has occurred, as it 
appears that it not only gave to the troops an opportunity of 
concerting their measures, but brought them into contact with the 
provinces, and assured them of the community of sentiment in 
the great mass of the population. ‘The whole thing has been so 
sudden, that it is difficult to ascertain exactly how it began or 
who took the lead in the operation. According to the best accounts, 
there is reason for believing that the first movement was made by 
a body of cavalry stationed at Nola, to the number of abont 150 
men, who suddenly and without orders quitted their post and 
marched ina body for the mountains of Avellino. Whether the 
result of previous understanding or not, is unknown; but the 
alarm of this march spread with the rapidity of lightning: de- 
tachments of infantry marched out tojoin them, and every peasant 
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who contd muster a firelock or an offensive weapon of any de 
scription, followed their example. This mixed ‘assemblag e then 
proceeded towards the pass leading te Apulia, of which they tock 
possession. ‘They found there a military chest containing 22,000 
ducats, which they appropriated to their own use, but wave an 
acknowledgment in due form to the party from whom they took 
it. The news of this insurrection having reached Naples, caused 
the greatest alarm, and some Generals were sent off by the King 
to parley with the mutineers, and learn what objects they had 
m view. A council was immediately called at the Palace, to de- 
liberate on the mode of proceeding: while they were in the act of 
deliberating (this was yesterday afternoon), two regimenis, one 
of infautry, the other of dragoons, quartered about a mile from 
the town, mar — off with arms and baggage, but tn the most 
perfect order, to join the insurrectionary troops. An intimation 
was then brou; cht to the ding from the head-quarters of the in- 
surgents, that they dei manded a free constitution, similar to that 
which had been adopted tn Snain. Preparations were made to 
oppose and to reduce this spirit ; bot it was discovered, on sound- 
tug the dispositien of those treeps who had not yet declared against 
the rovernment, that they allat heart were imbned with the same 
sentiments, and that they eoull not with safety be led against their 
comrades. This state of things was reported to the King, on 
which he cave way, and declared his consent to the condition pro- 
posed. Conriers were sent off to the troops early this morning, 
to announce thts change; and papers were exhib: ted on the walls 
of the city, declaring the King’s intention to publiss a constitution 
or form of free rovernment in seven days. Where this woud have 
ended, but for the timely concession that has been made, it is 
inpossible to say; for the epirit spread through the soldiery with 
each rapidity, th at even St. Blino was deserted by its earrison. The 
rene ra! appearance of the city during the interval between the 
par ley with the troops, and the | King’s resolution to accede to their 

vishes, a as most singular. Every face was marked by anxiety, and 
denoted the expectation of some dreadful event. When the joy- 
ful change was kaown, nothing was to be seen or heard but the 
mast lively testimonics of pleasure. Groups paraded the streets 
with shoulsof Ziva! # iva! and these were by no means of the 
lowest or lower classes. I saw two officers ta the uniform of ge- 
nerals who joined in the exuliation, There was a general cry for 
the aprearance of the King on the balcony of the palace, but he 
did not show himself. This is the a day of the he editary 
prince, and to-night we sha’l have a grand illumination.” 

Matract of another letter, same hidtiece 

“It is now about a week > zo since a very gencral spirit of fer- 
mentation and discontent was observed in the province of § Salerno ; 
and last Sunday we heard Uiat a whole regiment of cavalry had 
deserted, and posted themselves —_ Nola. Shortly after, all the 
troops were putin motion against them, hit it was discovered 
that disaffection side ee and oe no reliance could be placed 
upon them, which made it evident that coercive measures would 
be of no use, but that eens means must be tried to concihate mat- 
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ters: the more so, as it was believed that discontent, more or less, 
prevailed in all the provinces. Things were carried on in this 
way till yesterday, when the King, having been told that a free 
constitution was the universal wish of the people, declared that he 
would give it to them voluntarily, and immediately issued a pro- 
clamation, promising to publish itin a week. It Is said that an 
affecting scene has taken place at the palace. When the King 
declared his intention, the hereditary prince, who is just arrived 
from Sicily, fell at the feet of the King, and in tears thanked him 
in the name of the people, exclaiming, “ You have saved the coun- 
try.” It only remains for the insurgent troops, so they were then 
ealled, but now the Patriots, to return to their duty, which they 
will do as soon as they know the terms of the constitution, which 
they wish to be as near as possible to that of Spain. The eity has 
been for some days past in extreme agitation. The Civica (city 
voluateers) have been continually on duty. Al this moment there 
are thousands and tens of thousands, parading the streets near the 
Palace, and shouting /’ivas! to the King and Constitution. We 
think that ail will proceed quietly, and end safely.” 

Who is not as much surprized at the mental revolution which bas 
taken place in the minds of both kings and people, as at these 
outward demonstrations? A regiment of cavalry unfurls the 
standard of liberty, and demands a Constiiution ! OF course, they 
are considered trattors, and ‘* ald the troops were set in motion 
ocainsé then!” ‘This is in the ancient mode. But of old time, the 
troops would march against their comrades, and cut them to pieces, 
‘as readily as their national enemies. But now they have begun, 
ia spite of the rules of war, to think for themselves. They did 
mot rush like madmen to the slaughter, cither of themselves, or 
vihers, at the nod of a master. ** Dissatisfaction prevailed—noe 
dependance couid be piaced iu the froogs.’—and then, thea the Kine 
** washed to know the real seniimen’s of the countey 2” Hf the troops 
could have been put in motion, to crash the sentiments of the peo- 
ple, the King would never have thought of enquiring, or caring 
what they were; but he would ‘* wélling/y give them a constitu. 
tion,” when they were quite prepared lo Tak= one! He would 
be ready with anew one in aweek ! This is royal expedition with 
a witness! Our would hardiy be ready with the pattern of 
anew jacket in the same time! H:s royal brother of Spain had 
before set the example of graceful sudmission to what he could 
not avoid; but the Neapolitan monarch surpasses him in constitu- 
tion-making. Abbé Sieyes, who kept constitutions ready mode, 
to suit all circumstances, could not have been more alert. Perhaps, 
the Neapolitans may choose to make one for themselves, at last. 
It would he more likely to suit them. 

The submission of the King of Naples is not, however, more re- 
markable than the non-interference of the other European States, 
in those cases. ‘Time has been, when Spain would have been in- 
undated with forcign troops, had she dared to hint at dictatmg to 
her royal master. His brother Kings would have eathered ronnd 
hia throne, and hemmed him in with thoir protecting bayonets. 
Why do they oow, in silence, see their righ! divine imvaded by 
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rebellious hosts? Vo they fear for the safety of their own? Gr 
have the English boroughmongers failed to apply the grand spe- 
¢ific, which was wont to waken the European world to arms, aud 
pour the wasting deluge where they pleased. From whatever 
cause, the holy alliance seems quite paralized. The flood of mental 
light rolls on with encreasing splendour and celerity ? and not one 
monarch rises to resist it. Will they wait till it reaches the 
threshold of their palace gates, and then open them for its pacific 
admission? This were perhaps the wisest course. The ease with 
which revolutions are now accomplished, is a gratifying circum. 
stance. It demonstrates that the people must be nearly unant- 
mous—that they must think and feel nearly alike ;—and todo this 
they must have shaken off a load of petty prejudices, and weak- 
nesses, which all old governments have encouraged, that they 
might turn them to a geod account. It is an auspicious promise, 
also, that there willbe no more fighting for white and red roses; 
for Guelps or Gibbelines, or any other personal or petty distinc- 
tions, which have no connection wilh national prosperity. The 
European world resemb!es a maniac suddenly resiored to reason, 
and blushing at the numerous catalogue of absurdities it has been 
guilty of in its delirium. The only fear is, that it may return 
its keepers some of the il usage it has received during its insanity. 

A letter from Paris, of the 17th instant, states, on the authority 
of the Duke de Richlieu, that the king of Naples was allowed 
four days to consider of what he would do—and that all was quiet 
and acceeded to. Other reports send his majesty to seek his for- 
tune, with— 

‘‘ The world all before him, where to choose 
‘** His place of rest, and providence his guide.” 

But if he have wit enough to ‘‘let the storm blow over,” as 
Lord Ellenborough, and Ferdinand of Spain have done, he need 
not yel retire from his elevated situation. He may continue to be 
ealled king, and be kindly relieved from all the painful cares, and 
mischievons powers of royalty. ; 

The letter from Paris contains some other intelligence, net much 
calculated to soothe the feelings of that extensive and respectable 
class, whose s!umbers are so much disturbed at the bare mention 
of the word rnevotution! For it adds :— 

‘*It is positive too, that they are all ready to rise in Italy! 
There have been propositions to the French Government from 
Lombardy; they ask only 4000 troops, and will pay any taxes 
levied for the expences. In the Venetian territory they are in a 
most agitated state! Some Italians just arrived from Bieschia, say 
there are arrests every day. The French Government have re- 
fused assistance, but this business at Naples will hasten the affair. 
All the great families in Italy are at the head of these offers to 
the French Government; but it is for the independence of Italy 
not to put themselves under the French government. Lyons was 
named as the place of negociation.” 

The friends of social order and legitimate government have at 
least a prospect of sufficient employment. All Castlereagh’s la- 
bours at Congress—aa!l Wellington's exploits ig the field, have 


THE BLACK DWARF. 14} 


been to no purpose—or rather to worse than none, for the cause in 
which they have been engaged ; for they have contributed to its 
downfall in a more effectual manner than it could have been cou- 
quered by the sword. They have lighted the torch of truth, which 
force had extinguished; and they must not be surprised, though 
of course they will be angry, to see the Continental millions 
gather round the light. 

A republican form of government pacifically established at 
Naples, and our boroughmongers will indeed look, as they have 
long cackled, like geese. The degenerate Italian, eajoying a ra- 
tional Constitution, and a code of intelligible laws, may shame 
even Englishmen, at the contrast with their constitution destroyed, 
and their absurd chaos of legislation. Should Italy at large fol- 
low the examples set by Spain and Naples, Austria will soon catch 
the contagion, as our ministers will call it. The inhabitants of 
Prussia are sighing for emancipation, aud will hail the prospect 
with rapture. France will not help to check the impulse, even at 
the request of a Bourbon dynasty; and heaven, which inspires the 
hope of freedom, can alone determine where the impulse shall 
pause, in itscarecr. The times are so * out of joint,” that there 
is almost every where some chance of amendment by a change, 
but no possibility of entailing worse evils upon the human race, 
than are at present endured. 





A FAIR STATEMENT. 





To the Honorable ithe Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 


The Petition of the undersigned sheweth, 

1. “chat your Petitioner does, in common with many of his 
fellow-subjects, deeply deplore the calamitous and perilous si- 
fuation to which this once prosperous and happy nation has 
been reduced. 

2. That your Pelitioner attributes the present wretched and 
unhappy state of the country to the measures which for many 
years past have been undeviatingly pursued by the ministers of 
the Crown, sanctioned by successive parliaments, a great por- 
tion of whose members your petitioner is sensible has been 
chosen to serve in the said Parliaments contrary to law. 

3. ‘That these measures have at length caused to be imposed 
upon the loyal and industrious subjects of these realms a 
weight of taxation far more grievous than ever before existed 
i any Country in the history of the world; and which in his 
Opinion cannot be longer borne without entailing certain and 
inevitable ruin on the agricultural, manufacturing, commercial 
and laborious classes of the community, 


A. ‘ ’ = , a . Pe 
'. That in confirmation of this statement, your petitioner 
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has only fo relate a fact which at once silences ail argument 
wpe the subject; namely, that during the single reign of his 
late Majesty, of only fifty-nine years, the incredible sum of 

2,300 miilions of money has been raised in taxes alone, and 
joann by the government; which sum is actually more than 
three times the amount expended i in the reign of al! our pre- 
vious sovereigns, being 31 in number, and in the period of 700 
vears. 

5, That your petitioner is fully convinced that the funda- 
mental cause of all the misery and “discontent which now exist, 
has originated trom the said wasteful and boundless expendi- 
ture which has imposed upon the population of this empire an 
annual additional cost of 150 millions, ip provisions and taxes, 
more than was paid in the year 1790, and beyond what is at 
present paid by the like population in anv kingdom in Europe; 
and which your Petitioner, upon the most deliberate consider 
ation, attributes solely to the unconstitutional mode in which a 
iarge proportion of the members of your hon. house, have long 
been and still continue to be chosen to serve in Parliament ; 
whereby the inajority of the suljects of the British empire have 
been excluded trom the exe me of a salutary controul over the 
conduct of the members who have composed your honourable 
house. 

9. That your Petitioner is also fully convinced that if possi- 
ble still greater evils, more misery ‘and discontent, with all 
their fearful conse age will not fail to ensue if the Present 
uncoustitutional mode of returning members to serve in your 
honorable house be longer persiste d in. 

7. That it is equally weli known to your honorable house 
and to the nation at large, that certaia orders have been made 
by your honorable house for the due regulation of your hono- 
rable house, and which have from their great importance been 
styled the standing orders, and for ages past invariably and 
solemnly ratified and confirmed in many successive parliaments, 
and that amongst the said standing orders one of the most 
material for preserving inviolable the privileges of your honora- 
ble house, and guarding the sacred rights of the commons of 
the realm is in substance as follows, 

« That it is a high infringement of the hberties and pri- 
vileges of the ‘commons of the United Kingdom, for any 
lord of parliament to coucern himself, or to influence 
the dentable of any member to serve for the commons 
i? parliament.” 

. That your petitioner has recentiy witnessed that the jus- 

inns eds hy the crown to p: ‘eside at the common bench, 
have decreed, that the resolutions of your honorable house as 
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fouching privileges are of equal validity with the ¢stablished law 
of the Jai. . 

9. ‘That vour petitioner has with shame and grief to relate to 
your houorable house, that in the most open violation of the 
spirit aud letter of this order, i contempt of your honorable 
house, and in subversion of the rights and liberties of the com- 
mons of the realm, manv lords of parliament have for a long 
time past notoriously exereped and still continue to exercise 
their immediate inflacnce in the choice and return of members 
to serve In your honorable house. 

10. ‘Phat your petitioner is desirous to avoid ail possibility of 
being misunderstood on this momentous subject, for which rea- 
con he has subjoined a list of such lords of parliament who pub- 
liely avew, or are notoriously known to have concerned them- 
selves in, or to have influenced the return of members to serve 
in this present parliament, together with the names of such 
members so iiegally and unccustitutionally returned, and which 
is as follows:— 

«© Alphanetical list of peers who concern themselves tn the 
returns for boroughs only, caclusive of those who in- 
Jience county elections m Iingland,.” 

Archbishop of Armagh, the Dufes of Argyle, Beaufort, Bed- 
ford, Bueelengh, Devonshire, Grafton, Leeds, Marlboreugh, 
Neweastle, Norfolk, Sorthumberland, Richmoad, Rutland, 
Wellington, the Duehess of Dorset, the Alarquisses of Angle. 
sea, Bath, Buckingham, Bute, Chelmondelv, Cornwallis, Devon- 
shire, Exeter, Hertford, Lansdowne, Northampton, Queens- 
burv, Staferd, Townshend, the ards of Aylesbury, Bandon- 
Bathurst, Beverley, Bradford, Bridgewater, Bristol, Brownlow, 
Caledon, Carlisle, Cisarleville, Clarendon, Darlington, Derby, 
Donegal, Egremont, Rly, Mamiskillen, Fitzwiliam, Galloway, 
Girosvenor, Guilford, tiardwicke, Harewood, Harrowby, 
Hopeton, Wintore, Lauderdale, Liverpool, Lonsdale, Mount 
Edgecombe, Mulgrave, Onsiow, Oxford, Ormonde, Peml-oke, 
Portarlington, Pow, Radnor, Roden, Sandwich, Shaftesbury, 
Saint Germains, Shannon, Thanet, Warwick, Westmoreland, 
Visecunts Anson, Bolingbroke, Bulkeley, Curzon, Falmouth, 
Melville, Middleton, Northland, Sydney; the Barons Cal- 
thorpe, Carrington, Cawdor, Clinton, De Clifford, De Dun- 
stauville, Dundas, Foley, Middieton, Northwicke, Petre and 
somers. Phe right honorable Robert Stewart, commonly called 
Viscount Castlereagh, Sir Robert Gifford, Knight, Sir John 
snigleton Copiey, Knight; (and others, making altogether 200.) 
11. ‘Phat your petitioner requests that all the circumstances 
md facts relative to such undue and legal return of members 

serve hi Parbament, may be immediately ordered to be pro- 


‘ 
‘ 








144 THE BLACK DWARE. 


duced ia evidence, at the bar of your honourable house, m sup- 
port of the allegations contained in this his petition. 

12. That your petitioner relies in full assurance upon the 
duly elected members of your honourable house, that as the 
sworm representatives and faithful guardians of the civil rights 
of the commons of the realm, they will proceed at once to 
expel from your honourable house, without favour or affection, 
all those persons who by indubitable evidence shall be proved 
to have been returned members of this present parliament, not 
by the unbiassed votes of the commons of the realm, but by 
and through the coucernment or influence of those lords of par- 
liament, who are expressly prohibited by the said known and 
established law, from the exercise of such concernment or influ- 
ence-—and that your honourable house will cause impeachments 
for these high infringements by the said lords, to be immedi- 
ately preferred against them. 

13. That in the mean time, with a view to prevent if possi- 
ble impending ruin to the country, from a continuance of the 
present system, your petitioner feels himself called upon pub- 
licly in the face of the kingdom, to enter his solemn protest 
against the enactment of any legislative measure tending to 
impose taxes, or to create laws, affecting the interests or rights 
of your petitioner, as a subject of Great Britain, that may be 
the result of the deliberations or votes of any of those persons 
who have obtained seats in your honourable house by or 
through the influence of any lords of parliament ; inasmuch as 
it is self-evident that a civil power resulting from an_ illegal 
usurpation in itself unjust, can have no right to legislate for 
others. 

14. That your petitioner is not influenced in entering this his 
protest, or in the statement of the grievances herein complained 
of, by any personal feeling towards any or either of the parties 
herein-mentioned, neither has he suffered any political feelings 
to bias his mind with regard to the opinions of a single indi- 
vidual. 

15. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that your ho- 
nourable house will grant immediate and substantial rclief and 
redress of the grievances truly set forth in this petition. 

And your petitioner, &c. 
JAMES MILLS, 
A British Freeholder. 

London, 5th May, 1820, 
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